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Conference on Poverty and Migration in South Asia 

(February 24-25, 2019) 

Venue: National Law School of India University, Bangalore 

 

 

 

 

Concept Note 

The South Asia Alliance for Poverty Eradication (SAAPE) is a regional platform for the South Asian 

likeminded peoples and groups, formed in the year 2000, to focus attention on ”relations of poverty 

with politics and human rights”. Over the past nearly two decades, the platform has worked with 

regional groups in the SAARC countries, to raise issues concerning inequality and poverty, 

democracy, and peace in the subcontinent. One of the important initiatives of SAAPE has been 

bringing out 3-yearly Poverty in South Asia Reports, accompanied by Country Reports from the 

SAARC countries. Five Poverty Reports have already been brought out to date, starting with the first 

Report in 2003. The Sixth Poverty Report is focussed on the issue of Poverty and Migration, and is 

being coordinated from India, in editorial participation with academics from Ambedkar University, 

Delhi, Guwahati University, and Institute of Public Policy, National Law School of India University. 

 

The Conference on Poverty and Migration in South Asia is being held jointly by SAAPE and the 

Institute of Public Policy, National Law School of India University (NLSIU).The two day Conference 

will be held at the National Law School of India University, Bangalore on February 24-25, 2019. 

 

Migration is a huge challenge in South Asia, as also across the globe. It is collateral to the industrial 

growth lead model of economic development that leads to rural distress and urban growth. Policy 

measures are in most cases grossly inadequate to meet the needs of these large demographic 

transformations.  The presence of the migrant is ubiquitous in the region. Nearly one in every three 

persons in India is a migrant, going by the Census definition for migration in India.In Pakistan around 

one in six urban dwellers is a migrant.Similar statistics for urban growth and migration are found for 

most of the South Asian countries. 

If you would like to participate in the conference, RSVP to Ms. Shashikala at 
Shashikala@nls.ac.in 
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While migration is also for seeking better economic opportunities, among the poor this is often 

primarily a survival strategy. Poor people migrate because of a crisis to the survival of their families 

and communities. Rising inequalities, destruction of livelihood options, war and conflicts, climate 

and environmental crises are all major drivers of migration. While the poor are forced out across 

state and national borders, they often face hostility in the migration destination. They have to face 

up to loss of democratic rights, xenophobia, absence of any social security protection, and the loss of 

a protective community. State policiesare often ambivalent in dealing with migrants, both legal and 

illegal migrants. In the absence of measures of protection, the migrant becomes a vulnerable 

individual, open to economic and social exploitation. The most vulnerable sections are those who 

are weakest in traditional societies – often women and children, religious minorities and the socially 

disadvantaged. 

 

The connection between poverty and migration is axiomatic. However, the present global era of 

neoliberal economics has resulted in the acceleration of this phenomenon, and also the 

intensification of exploitation faced by migrants. An understanding of migration is therefore critical 

to an analysis of labour and poverty, and labour struggles in any region. It is equally critical for an 

understanding of urban society, and the struggle for sustainability and democracy. This has to be at 

the core of any fundamental analysis of societies in transition.The present Conference has therefore 

been designed, to bring together critical issues faced in the context of poverty and migration. It 

proposesto discuss migration in South Asia, with specific emphasis on the interplay between poverty 

and migration in the region, both within countries, and across national boundaries. Various sessions 

of the Conference will focus discussion on Economics of migration and poverty; Gender, vulnerability 

and migration; Constitution, democracy and migrant rights; State role on migration in the region; 

and Understanding migration and poverty in South Asia. The Conference will bring together 

prominent academics in the field from India, as also from Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and Nepal. 
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