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Public policy is critical in every aspect of governance, not least for making laws, rules, regulations,

executive orders and administrat ive directions, and for formulating policies of the government.

Interdisciplinary studies relat ing to public policy, both as an academic programme as well as a

research programme leading to cutting edge, empirical and pioneering research in various fie lds

are absent in India. The heart of a sound public policy programme lies in the amalgamation of

qualitative and quantitative methods for training professionals in public policy; a study of

economics and sociology, which is critical to the understanding of social and economic

development; law, ethics and governance, which are relevant for examining the institutions that

are responsib le for public policymaking and to what extent transparency and accountability

inform policymaking.

The Hindu, November 15th, 2014, C. Raj Kumar

What makes public policy exciting and potentially inventive is the contested nature of

the public sphere. It is anchored in a diversity of perspectives which challenges the

dominance of one subject.

An acute observer once said: “we want to be [a] knowledge economy without reflecting on the

demands of [a] knowledge society. As a result, we lack the institutions to be systematically

innovative and our policies seem short run and errat ic.” Our knowledge society does not

differentiate between information and knowledge. Linking the two is the field called policy.

Today, at a time when the university is in crisis, and the relevance of academics is in question,

subjects such as public policy can revitalize the university, intensify the debates around

intellectual life and show that the life of the public mind has new challenges. A subject like

public policy is an invitation to construct a feasible future.

The Hindu, April 6th 2015, Shiv Viswanathan

If there is one specific area that is crying for reform, it is the need to establish several world-

class public policy schools in India. 

Prelude



“Instead of following an already existing standard, we
believe in ‒ to use a striking term coined by Plato in The
Statesman ‘weaving the future’ through creatively
combining present contradictory materials and processes
into making a better future. Our faculty of impeccable
expertise has innovated curriculum to institutionalize the
best of systems. We believe this quality is absolutely
essential for the muddling through problems which are
wicked and don’t have established solutions.”

Prof. (Dr.) R.Venkata Rao

“We invite you to engage with these arbiters in professional
space so that we all can together connect rhetoric with reality
which is the primary objective of public policy. Therefore, I
must deliberate enough to introduce you to the reality of
public policy students at Law School instead of creating more
rhetoric. The reality is that NLSIU Bengaluru has existed for
more than 25 years as the frontrunner in providing
‘intellectually stimulating, professionally competent and
socially relevant legal education’. It has successfully addressed
society’s need of arbiters who can arbitrate on social values
such as justice. “

T S Thakur 
Hon’ble Chief Justice of India

From the Chancellor’s desk

From the Vice Chancellor’s desk
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About Us

Good governance, sustainable growth and social progress in a 
society is imperative yet complex. The paradox of rapid economic 
growth with dismal social indicators in a developing country like 
India, places an imminent need to understand and analyze the 
causal relationships and patterns which have shaped our policy 
making since we became independent. In light of this, the need for 
policy professionals and leaders is cascading. 

M.A. Public Policy (MPP)* at NLSIU was flagged off in 2014 with a 
vision to nurture generations of professionals who would be 
contributors to crucial policy research, policy dialogue and policy 
formulation work. It is a two year course with a multi-disciplinary 
curriculum and innovative pedagogy, combining theory with 
experiential learning. It enhances the understanding of several 
dynamic contemporary policy issues with special thrust on law as an 
interface to development and public policy. A candidate of public 
policy will be equipped to understand and analyze policies, 
budgets, legislations, legal documents including court judgments 
and conceive intellectual and operational frameworks for 
accountable governance, richer human opportunities and the 
establishment of a socially equitable society. 

Centre for Study of Social Exclusion and 
Inclusive Policy (CSSEIP)
The Centre for the Study of Social Exclusion and Inclusion Policy 
(CSSEIP), founded in 2008 provides a unique platform for the 
effective functioning of the course. It promotes interdisciplinary 
research on the varied forms of social marginalization and 
exclusion in India. 

NLSIU
National Law School of India 
University (NLSIU) is a premier law 
university established in 1986 with 
a view to cater to the 
requirements of the legal 
profession, law teaching and 
research, and judiciary. The 
institution has been ranked as the 
top law institute in the country in 
the last several years. It has a 
legacy of being one of the first law 
schools in India to provided legal 
studies par excellence. Gradually, 
the university has expanded its 
scope and currently offers courses 
like B.A. LL.B. (Hons.), LL.M., M.A. PP. 
(MPP), M.Phil., Ph.D, LLD and 
several other distance learning 
courses.

*	The University currently offers a M.A. in Public Policy but it 
is trying to get MPP recognized by the UGC
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M.A. Public Policy (MPP) Course 
Designers

Abdul Aziz (Ph. D)
Visiting Faculty, CSSEIP
ICSSR National Fellow

Babu Mathew
Visiting Faculty, CSSEIP
NLSIU, Bengaluru

G. Haragopal (Ph.D)
Visiting Faculty, CSSEIP
National Fellow, ICSSR, TISS, Hyderabad

S. Parasuraman (Ph. D)
Director
TISS, Mumbai

T. Ramakrishna
MHRD Chair Professor on IPR,
Head, Centre for IPR and Advocacy, 
NLSIU

T. V. Subbarao
Visiting Faculty, NLSIU

Sony Pellissery (D. Phil)
Associate Professor 
Coordinator [M.A. PP(MPP)]

S. Madheswaran (Ph.D)
Professor, CESP
ISEC, Bengaluru

S. Japhet
Chairperson of PG Council & M.A. 
PP Coordinator
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The foundation of this course was laid down by the Centre for Study of Social
Exclusion and Inclusive Policy at NLSIU Bangalore. The team at CSSEIP has been
working on the issue of inclusive growth and development for the last ten years. A
multidisciplinary M.A. in Public Policy (MPP) with a special thrust on law was
proposed by the Centre to prepare graduates from various disciplines and
professionals from diverse backgrounds in the field of public policy. Public Policy
courses, established in global institutions, insp ired NLSIU to start the M.A in Public
Policy (MPP) program with a multid isciplinary focus combining political science,
economics, development studies, public policy studies and law to critically analyze
issues.

The M.A. Public Policy (MPP) is a professional course with more emphasis on gaining
practical insights rather than just the learning experience which is the norm in India.
Through the fieldwork and client-led projects, the students are exposed to real world
problems and critical thinking is encouraged in analyzing them. Sectoral workshops,
policy clinics, guest lectures, panel discussions with experts are rout inely held as part
of the learning experience enabling students to gain first-hand familiarity with
questions of public policy and service delivery mechanisms. The course pedagogy is
also quite flexible and has been designed in such a way that complete liberty is given
to students to discuss and debate, making the classroom atmosphere lively and
insightful. The electives offered give students the opportunity to choose from a wide
array of fields and create a niche for themselves in particular sectors. The course
intends to combine reflective and interactive learning with field exposure and
problem solving tasks. The pedagogy encourages the amalgamat ion of divergent and
convergent thinking which is further judged in the dissertation writing exercise where
students are given the opportunity to use their quantitative skills and effectively
articulate their innovative ideas over a six-month period. The evaluation is based on
the dual criteria of knowledge, which is periodically assessed through end-term
examinations and the skills are continuously assessed through various means like
assignments, projects, presentations, debates and so on.

Classroom Learning

Lectures Discussions Debates Workshops Field exposure Client ProjectsPeer Learning Internships

& Outside Classroom Learning

Idea Behind the Course & Pedagogy
Pedagogy

Ideas
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Trimester IV

Organizational Leadership & 

Ethics in Public Policy

Optional Courses

§ Land Policies

§ Media & Public Policy

§ Urban Development & Law

§ Intellectual Property & Public 

Health

§ Econometrics

Trimester III

Regulatory Governance & Sectoral 

Workshop

Public Administration

Public Finance

International Law & Public Policy

Research Proposal Writing

Policy Meta Analysis

Optional Courses

§ International Social Welfare

§ Mathematical Tools for Public 

Policy

§ Urban Planning

Trimester V

Internship /

Exchange Programme/ 

Fieldwork

Trimester I

Political Economy of India

Introduction to Public Policy

Microeconomics

Reading & Writing Skills

Constitutionalism, Rights & 

Institutions

Introduction to Law & Legal 

Methods

Curriculum

YEAR I
Trimester II

Development and Law

Policy Analysis & Clinic

Economics Analysis for 

Development

Group Inequality & Exclusion

Advanced Research Methods 

and Writing Skills

Trimester VI

Dissertation Work

YEAR II
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Policy Clinics and Sectoral 
Workshops
Mid-way in the second trimester, the institute 
facilitates the visit of numerous clients from a 
wide array of policy arenas. The resource persons 
from these organisation, bring with themselves 
rich experiences and expertise in their specific 
policy field they represent. They also brief the 
students on the practical application of the 
policy concepts and their expected role as a 
policy advisor/ consultant.

Seminars, Workshops and 
Guest Lectures
At the National Law School, the rich knowledge 
and expertise on law are best exploited by the 
students through various events. The student 
body and societies organise regular lectures and 
seminars in different fields of study. One day 
workshops are organised by experts to help 
students explore the variety of knowledge fields 
which the course cannot cover. Experts on 
climate change, food security, nuclear energy, 
and backward communities, are some recent 
visitors. 

Fieldwork
After the first trimester, the candidates are 
expected to undertake fieldwork under various 
organisations, working at the grass root level. The 
students are expected to develop a deeper 
understanding of the practical implications of the 
classroom learning. At the field location, stepping 
out of their comfort zones, students can reflect 
on the need of being the change and experience 
the lived realities of rural India.

Client led Project
After delving deep into the theoretical policy 
aspects for two trimesters, students at the end of 
the second trimester are expected to work for a 
client engaged in policy, governance or 
legislative work, for a period of four weeks. The 
students get to fill the shoes of policy advisers, 
advising the client on a specific policy or project. 
This experience teaches the students the art of 
engagement with an organisation. The clients 
range from Consultancies, Think Tanks, NGOs, to 
Central and State ministries.

Internship
At the end of the fourth trimester, the candidates 
is expected to have chosen a dissertation topic, 
specialising in a policy. Depending on the 
research requirement for the dissertation, the 
students can collect primary data from the field 
or engage in desk research at an organisation of 
their choice, specialising in the same field. This 
three-month internship can tremendously help 
the student in exploring the depth of their 
research topic and produce a meaning full 
research.

Experiential Learning
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Babu Mathew
Constitutionalism; 
Development & Law
NLSIU

G. Haragopal
Political Economy; 
Public Administration
University of 
Hyderabad; 
National Fellow, ICSSR

Course Facilitators

Abul Aziz
Economics
ICSSR National Fellow

N. Jayaram
Research Methods
Former Director, ISEC

Kaushik Basu
Economics
NLSIU

Sony Pellissery
Policy Analysis & Clinic
NLSIU

Japhet S
PG Council, NLSIU

Pradeep Ramavath
Group Inequality
NLSIU

"Our aim is to create centres of 
problem solving research 

dedicated to developing solid data 
bases, analyzing the options and 
raising the level of governmental 
and public discussion of major 

public choices"

Japhet S
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Julia Köhler-Olsen
International Social 
Welfare
Oslo and Akershus
University College of 
Applied Science, 
Norway

Arkalgud Ramprasad
Professor Emeritus
Information and Decision 
Sciences
University of Illinois, Chicago

Susan L. Karamanian
International Law & Public 
Policy
The George Washington Law 
School, USA

Ivar Lødemel
International Social 
Welfare
Oslo and Akershus
University College of 
Applied Science, Norway

Dr. Narasimha Reddy
Development Economics
Former Professsor, 
University of Hyderabad

Ashwini Kumar
Mathematical Tools for 
Policy Modelling
Indian Institute of 
Plantation Management

Meenakshi Rajeev
Game Theory; 
Macroeconomics
ISEC

Visiting Faculty

K Gayathri
Public Finance
ISEC

Sachin Warghade
Regulatory Governance
TISS, Mumbai
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Vishwanath Srikantaiah
Advisor, Biome 
Environmental Solutions 
Ltd.

Vikram Raghavan
Senior Counsel, 
World Bank

Srinivas Murthy
Former IAS officer

D. Chakrapani (IAS Retd)
Director; CIPS, Hyderabad

Cyrial Diengdoh
District 
Commissioner; 
Meghalaya

Raman Mehta
Climate Policy 
Expert

‘Public Policy as an investigation to offer solutions to public problems operates in a complex 

environment. There is a growing need for well-trained policy professionals across the globe today. 

The course promotes youngsters to think creatively and originally to address the unaddressed 

problems of India.’
’

Sony Pellissery

Guest Speakers

8



Germany 
Global Public 
Policy 
Institute, Berlin 

MazdoorKisan Shakti Sangathan, Rajasthan

Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad

Bihar Rural Livelihood 
Promotion Society, Bihar

Action Aid, Assam

Action Aid, Odisha

Foundation for Ecological Security
Madhya Pradesh

Foundation for Ecological Security
Maharashtra

Kerala State Planning Board, Kerala

Department of Information and
Public Relation, Karnataka

iDECK

Institute of Finance Management and
Research, Tamil Nadu

Kovel Foundation, Andhra Pradesh

Mamidipudi Venkatarangaiya 
Foundation, Telangana

Centre for Policy Research,
Brookings India

National Rural Livelihood Mission GoI,
Department of Personnel and Training GoI,

Delhi

Exposure

Russia
BRICS Summit
Bashkortostan

China
Poverty 
Conference
Beijing

Norway
Akershus
University College of 
Applied Science (HiOA)
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Academia
Azim Premji University,          
Bengaluru

College of William and Mary,                                               
Virginia, USA

Global Public Policy Institute,                         
Berlin, Germany

Institute for Social and Economic                                        
Change, Bengaluru

Indian Institute of Management,                              
Ahmedabad

Indian Institute of Management,                                 
Bengaluru

Indian Institute for Human                           
Settlements, Bengaluru

Indian Institute of Foreign Trade,                        
Delhi

Indian Council for Research on                              
International Economic Relations

Institute of Financial Management                            
and Research, Chennai

Government	Institutions
Bihar Rural Livelihood promotion society

Commissionerate of Health and Family 
Welfare (CHFW), Government of 
Telangana

Department of Personnel and Training, 
Govt. of India

Department of Information and Public 
Relations, Govt. of Karnataka

District Planning Board, Ernakulum

Human Rights Council, Halifax Canada

Indian Heritage Cities Network, Govt. of 
Karnataka

Karnataka Evaluation Authority

Karnataka Nutrition Mission (World Bank 
Project)

Karnataka State Agricultural Price 
Commission, Govt. of Karnataka

Kerala State Planning Board

Kudumbashree

National Health Mission, Directorate of 
Health and Family Welfare Services, Govt. 
of Karnataka

National Rural Livelihood Mission, Govt. 
of India

Civil	Society
Action Aid, Orissa

Brookings, New Delhi

Centre for Science and Environment, New 
Delhi

Centre for Policy Research, New Delhi

Center for Sustainable Agriculture, 
Hyderabad

Clinton Foundation, New Delhi

DMICS, Hyderabad

Foundation for Agrarian Studies, Bengaluru

Foundation for Democratic Reforms, 
Hyderabad

Liberty Institute, New Delhi

Majlis Legal center for Women, Mumbai

Meghshala, Bengaluru

Public Affairs Centre, Bengaluru

SELCO, Bengaluru

Smart Cities of India Foundation, Bengaluru

The Centre for Internet & Society, 
Bengaluru

Corporate	Houses
Delloite

Ernst & Young

iDECK, Benagluru

KPMG

Tata Power

Organizational Association
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Campus Life

The environment of 
NLS is conducive for 
the holistic 
development of the 
students through 
cross-cultural 
connections, 
intellectual exchange 
and engagement 
with arts and sports.
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33%

40%

21%

6%

North South
East West 

Batch of 2017

Student Diversity

Engineers (20)
Humanities (8)
Arts (7)

Commerce (4)
Pharmacy (1)

20

25

With Work Experience 

Fresher

18

27

Student Diversity

Female
Male

12

Law (1)

Science (4)



Achievements

• Students of MPP won the overall trophy at the
Christ University Economics Fest, Altius 2015.

• Shrikant Wad, a 1st year MPP student won the
policy brief competition for his article,"Reforms

and Clout: Changing Paradigm for Higher

Education in India“ at TISS Hyderabad.

• Praveena Sridhar, a student of MPP, has co-
authored a chapter titled, "Drinking Water

Supply in India: Context and Prospects",

published in the Springer Journal. The chapter

gives interesting insights into the drinking

water infrastructure and the water resources

allocation in India.

• Manmeet Singh, a student of MPP, co-authored
an article titled, "Undimmed: Nurturing Indian

solar-power technology within the strictures of

the WTO" along with Dr. Hippu, in the

CaravanMagazine's April edition. An interesting

take on India's National Solar Mission (NSM) and

its prospects in the coming future.

• Ms. Rashmi Nayyar, a student of MPP 2nd year,
has been awarded the Ray Williamson Future

Fund Award 2015, for supporting her studies at

the International Space University Southern

Hemisphere Space Studies Program in

Adelaide, Australia.

• Ms. Sharada S. was Semi-finals Adjudicator at
Kuala Lumpur Open Challenge 2014.

• Avantika Gode, Shrikant Wad and Swasti

Raizada represented India at the BRICS Youth

Summit 2015 held in Kazan, Russia.

• Students of MPP presented a paper on

"Realizat ion of Right to Food in India: A Political

Economy Analysis of the Impact of Supreme

Court Interventions" at an international

conference on "Supreme Court of India and

Progressive Social Change“ at Azim Premji

University, Bengaluru

• Ms. Sharada S. was Semi-finals Adjudicator at
Kuala Lumpur Open Challenge 2014
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Fernando Pessoa calls life an ‘experimental 
journey undertaken involuntarily’.
The Public Relations team of MPP at 
NLSIU is driven to capture and sensitize 
the public about the niche area of 
public policy and the tremendous 
contribution by NLSIU towards it. 
The PR team has been an 
experimental and an involuntary 
adventure of creativity, innovation 
and ideas. Be it the Facebook flair 
or Twitter chirps, our team’s 
online posts attested to the 
instantaneity of caffeine 
Action.We managed to keep 
everyone updated of the 
upshots of the MPP course.
Every piece of the campaign 
traces our journey through 
this university as it limns 
the fruitful time spent 
engaging with this 
course. 

Lokniti is a blog conceptualized, 
written and managed by the participants of 

Masters Programme in Public Policy . This blog is 
actively  managed by the editorial board 

that works to provide a platform 
to participants of this programme

to share their insights that 
emanate from classroom debates 
and discussions. To further the 

cause of adding to the academic 
discourse on public policy in 

the country, this blog aims to provide a 
platform where concerns can  
be discussed and deliberated. 

This is intended 
towards the benefit of readers

across the world.
The discussions revolve around 

pertinent issues 
facing policy makers 
in India and elsewhere.

Recruitment Coordination Committee 
is a five member student elected

body of the class of MPP 2017. The RCC
is entrusted with the Responsibility of 
facilitating the internship and 

recruitment process and partnering with top
employers in the field. Apart from the
recruitment process, RCC establishes student-
industry interface by organizing interactive
sessions and workshops on recruitment
essentials. The committee is governed by
rules which are formulated in a consultative
process with the class. Being cognizant of the
diversity in class, RCC gauges the aspirations
of the class to efficiently match job profiles
with individual interest areas.

Public Relations team Lokniti

RCC

STUDENT BODIES 
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http://mpp.nls.ac.in/mpp-nlsiu.php
https://www.facebook.com/mpp.nlsiu
https://www.facebook.com/mpp.nlsiu
https://www.facebook.com/mpp.nlsiu
https://www.facebook.com/mpp.nlsiu
https://www.facebook.com/mpp.nlsiu
https://nlsiumppblog.wordpress.com/
https://twitter.com/MPP_NLSIU
https://twitter.com/MPP_NLSIU
https://twitter.com/NLSIU_MPP_Blog
https://twitter.com/rcc_mpp_nlsiu
https://twitter.com/rcc_mpp_nlsiu

